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      JUST IN ... VIA SPECIAL DELIVERY   JUST IN ...  Via Special Delivery 
ia Special Delivery  

TO:  SHS Members and Fiends: 
 
I have a riddle for you.  Can you guess who I am?  I 
am 231 feet tall and 5,888 feet long.  It took 12 mil-
lion tons of fill to build me.  I hold back 85.5 billion 
gallons of water. 

 

Okay.  If you identified me as the Dillon Dam, you 
are correct! 

 

Now, can you guess who this is?  It is 23.3 miles 
long.  One end lies at 8,844 feet above sea level.  
The other end  

 

To Summit Historical Society and Friends:    From:  ???? 

 

I have a riddle for you.  Can you guess who I am?  I am 231 
feet tall and 5,844 feet long.  It took 12 tons of fill to build me.  
I hold back 85.5 billion gallons of water.  Okay.  If  you identi-
fied me as the Dillon Dam, you are correct.  

 

Now, can you guess what this is?  It is 23 .3 miles long.  
One end lies at 8,844 feet above sea level.  The other end is 174 
feet lower.  Construction began on September 17, 1942, but wa-
ter did not flow through it until July 17, 1964.  If you said the 
Roberts Tunnel, you are right again.  

 

If you want to learn more about me or the tunnel, you will have 
that opportunity each Wednesday from July 16 to September 3.  
Sandie Mather, the author of Dillon, Denver and the Dam, tells 
people about building the dam and tunnel and then leads the 
participants on a walking tour of new Dillon, to show them 
some of the buildings that had to be moved before the reservoir 
flooded the former town site. 

 

You will learn about the reasons for building the dam and why 
the Summit County site was chosen, as well as some of the 
problems the workers experienced while constructing the dam 
and tunnel.  She has pictures taken during the process and sev-
eral maps to help you understand the story.  You will also learn 
about the problems encountered when the residents of new 
Dillon tried to move their buildings.  How do ñoldò and ñnewò 
Dillon differ?  Youôll have to come to discover the answers. 
 

Because of construction along Dillonôs waterfront this year, the 
group meets at the Dillon Schoolhouse Museum at 10:00 am  
to begin the program and walking tour.    
 

Come join the fun ... and bring some friends! 

 

Sincerely,   
Dillon Dam     
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Donõt miss the  

 OPEN HOUSE  & 
  ANTIQUE SALE 
June 13, 14, 15 

at the Briggle House 
in Breckenridge        
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  From the SHS president 

         

We have enjoyed a very busy summer full of ac-
tivities.  I would like to thank everyone who 
made these events possible.  First and foremost, I 
want to thank my board of directors and commis-
sioners, tour guides and other volunteers who 
helped out in so many ways.    You  are all  terrific.   
I  also want to thank some other very special peo-
ple who made our special events possible. 

 

 

 

          

   

 

                Terry Merrick 

 

 and visitors to the county as well.  We 
are happy to have had the opportunity 
to share these good times with you.       
     Thomas and Carrie Benefiel, from 
the Town of Dillon, were very helpful 
with their advice and with scheduling 
our programs in Dillon.  The Brecken-
ridge Heritage Alliance provided much 
needed maintenance and repairs to our 
sites in Breckenridge under the direc-
tion of Rick Hague and Linda Kay Pe-
terson.  Also, a very special thanks to 
Karen West, who planted and dili-
gently cared for the flowers decorating 
the Briggle House. 
 To all of you, my deepest appreciation. 

 

 
 

              

 

             In June, Reggie Gray once 
again opened up his Gold Pan Sa-
loon to us for another Boarding 
House Bash, providing food and 
drinks and a unique old-time sa-
loon environment for a wonderful 
historic presentation by Mary Jane 
Bradbury and Richard Marold.  
Patty and Ed Wahtera hosted the 
Bash and provided the traditional 
òpasties.ó  Next, I wish to thank Jim  

 Shaw,   Nancy Cooke,  Sal  Mancini 

and wonderful entertainers.   
          Also, in  July, we enjoyed   an  Old  Fashioned  
Ice  Cream  Social  at the  Dillon Schoolhouse Mus- 
eum.  This was a first-time event, which was very 
successful as well as a lot of fun.  I want to thank 
my good neighbor, Lee Chandler, who donated ice 
cream from his Cold  Stone Creamery in Brecken-
ridge.  I would also like to thank Susan White for 
her very artistic face painting.  Art Davis, Warren 
Alleway, Charlotte Clarke and Joe Fassel brought 
their antique  vehicles to display, and Jim McNaul 
drove and displayed the Societyõs own antique fire 
truck.  We have director Deanna Speer to thank for   
 

     

              

    

  A summer recap and some well-deserved kudos 

 

for another fabulous concert to benefit the Soci-
ety at  the Dillon  Amphitheatre  on  the  Fourth 
of   July weekend.    They  are great  musicians   

coordinating  this successful event.   
     A very special thanks to Doug Pierce, 
owner of the Arapahoe Café, for putting 
on an awesome BBQ lunch following our 
hikes on Labor Day weekend.  Also, I 
thank our hike leaders, Sandie Mather, 
Charlotte Clarke, Rick Hague, Corina 
Aragon and Tammy McCammon.  You 

all did a tremendous job.  We 
are also most grateful to the 
Dillon Community Church for 
providing us with tables and 
chairs and additional parking 
for this event. 
    These events provided us 
with needed funds, but they 
also put us in contact with 
members  who are  in  Summit 
County  infrequently,   other 
members of the community, 



      
     
                  

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

    More than 500 visitors from around the world visited the SHS School-
house Museum in Dillon during the afternoons it was open for tours during 
June, July and August.  Their impressions, as recorded in the guest book, 
ranged from ñfascinating,ò ñterrific, ñwonderful, to ñawesome.ò The docent 
guides received high praise for their accounts of the daily routines, hard-
ships and accomplishments of both teachers and students in the late 1800s ... 
all vividly underscored by the hundreds of displayed artifacts.    
     Moreover, virtually every tour was embellished by a visit to the ñback 
roomò to view the exhibit featuring a typical early day general store, and 
the fifteen minute slideshow presentation of the relocation of Dillon and the 
creation of the Roberts Tunnel, the Dillon Dam and reservoir.   
    Then as the ñfinaleò most visitors were then escorted outside to see the 
1885  Lula Myers log house and the 1935 honeymoon cabin, both previously 
located in old Keystone.  
     The regular 2008 season at the Schoolhouse has officially ended, but due 
to the growing popularity of this historical complex, the SHS Board of Di-
rectors is considering the possibility of reopening on designated weekends 
through the fall and, possibly, the winter months.  A primary consideration  
before moving ahead with this idea would be the availability of docents dur-
ing the extended period. 
     The  SHS Directors,  Commissioners and volunteer coordinator, Charles 
Bond, extend their sincere appreciation to the following volunteers for their 
loyal service at the Dillon Schoolhouse Museum during the past months: 
          

 

SHS wraps up busy summer season 
 at the Dillon Schoolhouse Museum  

 

      Corina Aragon  Sandra Mather             Ann Rutledge    
Gail Cardenas       Tammy McCammon    Karen Simpson 
Pat Dahly               Terry Merrick               Deanna Speer 
Annette Kelly         Karlan Rosenberg        Barbara Weis 
                                                                         
                                 

Update on SHS Board of Directors 
      At the  Annual Meeting held in the Briggle 

House  on  August 16, Tammy McCammon, 
Tammy Perry, Cheryl Tatro and Ellie Watson 
were named to the Board, joining the current 
slate of Directors consisting of Terry 
Merrick, Ann Rutledge, Jane Young, Deanna 
Speer, David Spencer and Charles Bond.   
Subsequently, the SHS Board  elected 
Cheryl Tatro as the new Secretary, joining 
present officers, Terry Merrick, President,  
 

      
Ann Rutledge, Vice President, 
Jane Young.  Regretfully, because 
of conflicting responsibilities, Jane 
must resign as Director and Secre-
tary as of September 30.   This will 
leave vacancies for both positions 
at that time.  Applicants to replace 
Jane  will be welcome.  Anyone  
interested should contact Terry 
Merrick  at 453-2667 

 
 

 
 

What about you 
becoming a 

 VOLUNTEER 
for the 

SUMMIT  
HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 
? 

          
           Itõs interesting                                        
  Itõs worthwhile                                                                                                        
    Itõs enjoyable               

 

      TAKE YOUR CHOICE:  
  * Be a tour guide   
     *Do light clerical work 

* Answer phones 

*Assist with the archives 
*Help with member services 

*Aid in development of new 
programs 

*Coordinate  special events 
 

Whatever you wish to do, 
youôll be welcomed and  
included with a group  

of dedicated individuals  
...and you may do it at your 

convenience...at your      
pleasure 

 
For more information, 

please call Terry Merrick 
at 453-2667 

 



   

 

                 

          
    

 First ñIce Cream Socialò big success 
 

Deanna Speer arrives at the Social in a hybrid runabout                                                                    
        (courtesy of Joe Fassel of Dillon) 

Much credit goes to SHS director, Deanna 
Speer, for the success of the  òOld Fashion Ice 
Cream Socialó held at the Dillon Schoolhouse 
Museum on July 19.   Not only was it her idea 
in the first place  but, after receiving the go-
ahead from the Board, she took charge of the 
planning, publicity, coordination of attrac-
tions, on-site setup ... even the  cleanup after-
wards.  Sure, she had good help from several 
SHS volunteers, but even that would not have 
happened without Deannaõs direction and 
close supervision. 

                           ( thanks to  Joe Fassel of Dillon) 

 

                      Bargain hunting at the Social 

     Since an event exactly of this sort had 
not previously been presented by the  Soci-
ety,  there admittedly was some apprehen-
sion as to how successful it might turn out 
to be.  There need not have been.  Several 
hundred people turned up for the afternoon 
to enjoy vintage car exhibits , book sales,  
face painting, schoolhouse tours and, of 
course, ice cream at 5 cents per scoop!   

Special thanks also to Cold Stone Creamery 
and City Market for their generous contri-
butions to help make the whole event a big 
success. 
     Already, Deanna and the SHS are look-
ing forward to a similar, but even better, 
Old Fashion Ice Cream Social next year. 

  

 Mr. and Mrs. Art Davis of Golden proudly display their fire truck 

 

 

 

             A big scoop for everyone  

                            


