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  òHide not your talents, they for use were made. What good is a sundial in the shade? ò    Benjamin Franklin 
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TO:  SHS Members and Fiends: 
 
I have a riddle for you.  Can you guess who I am?  I 
am 231 feet tall and 5,888 feet long.  It took 12 mil-
lion tons of fill to build me.  I hold back 85.5 billion 
gallons of water. 

 

Okay.  If you identified me as the Dillon Dam, you 
are correct! 

 

Now, can you guess who this is?  It is 23.3 miles 
long.  One end lies at 8,844 feet above sea level.  
The other end  

 

To Summit Historical Society and Friends:    From:  ???? 

 

I have a riddle for you.  Can you guess who I am?  I am 231 
feet tall and 5,844 feet long.  It took 12 tons of fill to build me.  
I hold back 85.5 billion gallons of water.  Okay.  If  you identi-
fied me as the Dillon Dam, you are correct.  

 

Now, can you guess what this is?  It is 23 .3 miles long.  
One end lies at 8,844 feet above sea level.  The other end is 174 
feet lower.  Construction began on September 17, 1942, but wa-
ter did not flow through it until July 17, 1964.  If you said the 
Roberts Tunnel, you are right again.  

 

If you want to learn more about me or the tunnel, you will have 
that opportunity each Wednesday from July 16 to September 3.  
Sandie Mather, the author of Dillon, Denver and the Dam, tells 
people about building the dam and tunnel and then leads the 
participants on a walking tour of new Dillon, to show them 
some of the buildings that had to be moved before the reservoir 
flooded the former town site. 

 

You will learn about the reasons for building the dam and why 
the Summit County site was chosen, as well as some of the 
problems the workers experienced while constructing the tun-
nel and me.  She has pictures taken during the process and sev-
eral maps to help you understand the story.  You will also learn 
about the problems encountered when the residents of new 
Dillon tried to move their buildings.  How do ñoldò and ñnewò 
Dillon differ?  Youôll have to come to discover the answers. 
 

Because of construction along Dillonôs waterfront this year, the 
group meets at the Dillon Schoolhouse Museum at 10:00 am  
to begin the program and walking tour.    
 

Come join the fun ... and bring some friends! 

 

Sincerely,   
Dillon Dam     
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A few words from the SHS president 

        TERRY MERRICK 

 

Recently, while moving the Society�·s office from                
the Carter Museum to the Dillon Schoolhouse, I  
spent some time browsing through some of the 
old files.  I was  especially attracted  to  documents 

and news clippings 
describing  acquisi-
tions and renova-
tions of our various     
historical  sites.  I 
found it especially 
interesting to learn 
not only the origi-
nal histories of the 
buildings, but the 
process of acquir-
ing, repairing, and  
furnishing them in 
recent times as well. 

 What  impressed  me the  most was  the  incredi-
ble amount of volunteer energy  that  made all of  
these preservation projects possible. 
   Today, the need continues for volunteers to tend  
the sites and  artifacts, show them,  and  assist the 
Society in many other ways to carry out its mis-
sion of historic preservation and education.   
There are many opportunities for helping.  There 
is a  need for giving summer tours and selling 
books at the Dillon Farmers Market on Fridays, 
or helping out with archival work.  Of course, 
there is always a need for cleanup and mainte-
nance.  You can offer just a day or a few hours if 
you like.  Every little bit counts.   
   The schedule of summer events will provide a 
lot of opportunities for volunteering.  Coming up 
is our �´Night at the Museum,�µ on May 23rd, an 
open house at the Dillon Schoolhouse, with the 
addition of the Dillon Dam slideshow and re-
freshments.  On June 19, we�·ll have a Boarding 

House Bash at the Gold Pan Restaurant in 
Breckenridge, with a presentation featuring 
actors Mary Jane Bradbury and Richard 
Marold.  A fantastic free concert at the Dil-
lon Amphitheater on July 6 will undoubtedly 
provide many opportunities for volunteers, 
from setting up, serving refreshments, and 
collecting contributions, to cleaning up after-
ward, all the while enjoying the great music.  
An Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social will take 
place on July 19 at the Dillon Schoolhouse.  
Any special talents you could bring to the 
party?  Clowns, face painters, balloon artists 
and other entertainers are welcome.  On Au-
gust 30 the Arapahoe Café will sponsor a 
great BBQ fundraiser for the Historic Soci-
ety. 
   These are some great events to look for-
ward to.  Even if you are not able to assist,  
         
                        
      
 
 
 
do plan on attending.  You will be support-
ing the Society and you will have a wonderful 
time. 
   Last, but definitely not least, you can serve 
the Society by offering your time as a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors.  There are 
openings available now, and some terms will 
expire in August. We welcome new talents 
and ideas to assist the direction of our or-
ganization in promoting the history of Sum-
mit County.                        Cordially,   
                       Terry Merrick,  President 

      

         òWhat impressed me 
          the most was the 
      Incredible amount of 

          Volunteer energyó 


